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SUGGESTIONS FOR THE STUDY OF PAUL'S TEACH- 
ING REGARDING THE PERSON AND WORK OF 
CHRIST IN THE EPISTLES OF THE IMPRISON- 
MENT (COLOSSIANS, EPHESIANS AND PHILIP- 
PIANS). 

By Prof. George B. Stevens, Ph. D., D. D., 

Yale University, New Haven, Conn. 

The three Epistles of Paul named above form a group by 
themselves, and have a certain kinship and inner unity which 
make it desirable that they should be studied together. They 
were written (probably in the order named) while the apostle 
was a prisoner at Rome (cf Acts xxvii.), during or about the 
year 63 A. D.* Their composition within the same period of 
the apostle's life, during which his mind was largely occupied 
with the same reflections, is sufficient to account for their 
many points of similarity. 

Colossians and Ephesians resemble each other most closely. 
They are both more doctrinal than Philippians, which was 
addressed to a church to which the apostle was peculiarly at- 
tached, and with which he had very confidential relations. 
This is, above all others, Paul's epistle of friendship and 
thanksgiving. Colossians is polemic, being directed against 
certain errors which combined elements of Essene Judaism 
and Gnostic speculation, and which the apostle regarded as 
especially derogatory to the true doctrine of the person and 
work of Christ. Ephesians is more like a doctrinal treatise, 
whose purpose is not so much to attack as to instruct and 
edify. It results from this difference that Colossians treats 
more of the person, Ephesians more of the work of Christ. 

* I here state the common opinion in which I concur, not forgetting that 
many distinguished scholars (as Meyer, Reuss and Weiss) maintain that Colos- 
sians and Ephesians were written from Casarea (^. Actsxxiii., xxiv.), and 
Philippians only from Rome. Bleek and Lightfoot place Philippians before 
the other two. Among those who hold the genuineness of these epistles, dates 
ranging from 60 to 63 are assigned to them. 
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The former is more specific, the latter more general in charac- 
ter. Philippians introduces doctrinal definition only incident- 
ally, but it so happens that in this way the most important 
passage of all, in its bearing upon Christology, is found in 
that letter (Phil, ii., 5-1 1). 

As has been already implied, the doctrine which is most 
fully developed in this group of letters is that of the person 
and work of Christ. The growth of heresies at Colossae, 
which tended to degrade Christ from His kingship over the 
Church and the world to the rank of a creature, was the im- 
mediate occasion for the apostle's turning his attention espe- 
cially to that subject. 

As a guide to the systematic study of Paul's teaching con- 
cerning Christ and His work in these epistles, I have made 
the following analysis and grouping of the material, arrang- 
ing the points in a logical and progressive order. Verses 
which bear indirectly, and yet in an important manner, upon 
the topic under consideration are placed in parenthesis. It is 
thought that this method of arranging the teaching of the 
epistles will enable the student to fix clearly in mind their 
most essential ideas. 

1. The Divine purpose of salvation in Christ. 
Eph. I : 5 ; 2: 10; 3: II. 

2. Creation wrought through Christ. 
Col. 1 : 16 (17). 

3. The Divine Fulness (Pleromd) which dwells in Christ. 
Col. I : 19 ; 2 : 3 ; 2 : 8-10 ; 2 : 17-19. Eph. 3 : 8. 

If,. Christ's essential Divinity. 

Col. I : 15 (17). Phil. 2 : 6. 

5. His incarnation and humiliation. 

Phil. 2 : 6-8. 

6. The exaltation of Christ. 

Col. 3:1. Phil. 2 : 9-11. Eph. 1 : 20-22. 

7. His sacrifice and sufferings. 

Eph. 5 ; 2. Phil. 3 : 10 {cf. Col. 1 : 24). 

8. His work of reconciliation. 

(a) Between Jews and Gentiles (Eph.) 
Eph. 2 : 13-16 (cf. Col. 2 ; 14-15 ; 3 : 11). 

(b) Between God and man (Col.) 
Col. 1 : 20-22. 

9. The Headship of Christ over the Church. 

Col. 1 : i8. Eph. I : 22 (23) ; 4 : 7-13 ; 4 : 15 (i6) ; 5 •• 23 (24. 25). 
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10. The " Cosmic significance" of Christ. 
Eph. I : 10 ; 1 : 22. 

11. Christ as the object of faith. 

Phil. 3 : 9. Eph. 3 : 17. 

12. The identification of believers with Christ in His death and 
resurrection. 

Col. 2 : 12, 13 ; 2 ; 20 ; 3 ; I ; 3 : 3. 

13. The life of fellowship with Christ. 

Col. I : 27, 28 (^. 4 : 3 ; Eph. 3: 4). Phil. 1 : 21. Eph. 2 ; 6. 
" 2 : 6, 7. " 3 : 12. " 3: 17- 

" 2: II. " 3 : 14. " 3 : 19- 

" 3: 3. 4- "4: 13. 

" 3: 15. 16. 17(24)- 
llf,. The future life with Christ. 

Col. 3 : 4. Phil. 1 : 21-23 ; 3 : 10, II ; 3 : 20, 21 ; 4 : 5. 



